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Spring
openers

Homedale Trojans
Softball

Thursday vs. Parma

4:30 p.m.

Sundance Park

Track and field
Thursday at Middleton
4 p.m.

Tennis
Friday at Nampa
4 p.m.

Golf
Monday vs. Parma
3 p.m.
River Bend GC, Wilder

Baseball
Tuesday at Marsing
4:30 p.m.

Marsing Huskies
Baseball
Tuesday vs. Homedale
4:30 p.m.

Softball
Wednesday vs. Homedale
4:30 p.m.

Track and field
Thursday at Homedale
4 p.m.
Deward Bell Stadium

Rimrock Raiders
Track and field
Friday at Weiser
4 p.m.

Softball

Tuesday vs. Greenleaf
Friends Academy

4:30 p.m.

Baseball
Wednesday at Homedale JV
4:30 p.m.

Adrian Antelopes
Track and field
March 17
at Walker Invitational
Nyssa, Ore.

Jordan Valley

Mustangs
Track and field
April 7
at Lions Invitational
Nyssa, Ore.

Homedale track and field

New coach expects ‘big’ things

Striving for State
Sophomore Terence Thomas practices his form in the discus as
he prepares for his quest to return to the 34 state meet.

Thomas pleasantly surprised by 64

athletes coming out for his first team

Thomas Thomas opened his
first season as Homedale High
School track and field coach with
a big shock.

It was a pleasant jolt, but it was
a shock nonetheless.

The scoring season begins
on the road March 23 against
Parma.

Thomas, who has 16 years
of track and field coaching
experience under his belt,

“The big thing is our
‘big’ team,” Thomas
said. “Our team has
nearly tripled in size
from a year ago.”

The Trojans’ coaching
staff is running 64
athletes through drills
every day, and Thomas
— who returns as a

attributes the explosion
in participation to an
influx of athletes from
Homedale Middle
School.

“When you get some
new kids, others tend
to follow, so it self-
perpetuates,” Thomas
said.

head coach for after a
two-year absence —
couldn’t be more thrilled about
that workload.

“I feel honored to have so many
out,” he said.

The Trojans’big band of runners,
jumpers and leapers opens the
season at 4 p.m. Thursday with a
non-scoring meet in Middleton.
Homedale will present a non-
scoring meet at the Deward Bell
Stadium track on March 16.

Thomas Thomas

The large number of
freshmen, of course,
means Homedale will field a
young squad. But with so many
bodies, Thomas is excited about
the prospects for success in the
3A Snake River Valley conference
this spring.

“We will have a lot of depth and
the ability to score a lot of points
in meets,” he said. “We will be a

—to page 2B

‘I feel honored to have so many out.’

— Thomas Thomas

Homedale track and field coach

Marsing baseball

Huskies banking

on veteran arms ) |

Pitching will be the key
to success for Marsing High
School’s baseball team this
spring.

Third-year coach Mark
Worley has a stable of seasoned
varsity hurlers he hopes are up
to the task of figuring out the
unpredictable 2A Western Idaho
Conference in 2006.

“The pitching position is the
most important,” Worley said.
“We have to get the arms in
shape and get a lot of experience
out there and hopefully improve
from beginning to end.”

Marsing’s season begins at
4:30 p.m. Tuesday against non-
conference visitor Homedale.

The Huskies’ hopes for

consistent mound performances
rest with a five-player unit
comprised of senior Trent
Lootens, juniors Troy Dines and
Shea McClellin and sophomores
Taylor Nielsen and Matt Hill.

McClellin, Dines, Lootens
and Nielsen all saw considerable
time with the varsity a year
ago. Hill was called up for the
District I1I Tournament.

In all, the Huskies have six
players with varsity experience
returning from a 2005 team that
achieved few victories.

“He didn’t have a lot of

— to page 5B

— Varsity baseball returns
to Homedale 5B

=

Eye on the future

Mark Worley likes what he sees
with a young bunch of Marsing
High School baseball players.

More inside

Homedale softball
Coach Larry

Corta has a slew

of young, hungry

players joining the

varsity this season.

Expect electricity
Page 3B

Rimrock track and field
Kermit Tate has worked

miracles for three decades at a

school that doesn t have enough

room for adequate practice.
Page 4B

Homedale tennis
He's baaack!
Mark Weekes has
finished his house

in Letha. Now
he returns to the
Trojans’ coaching
ranks to lead the
tennis team.

Page 4B
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Homedale salutes winter athletes at banquet

Homedale High School went
back to the future to acknowledge
the efforts of its winter sports ath-
letes at Monday’s banquet inside
the school’s cafeteria.

Awards were handed out by
coaches from the wrestling, boys
basketball and girls basketball
programs as the entire Trojans
athletic community gathered at
one time.

The collective banquet was an
attempt to return to the old galas
of the past where all athletes from
a given segment of the school year
were recognized at the same time.
Recently, each sport has held its
own awards banquet.

The Homedale Boosters cooked
a spaghetti dinner for the banquet,
too.

The Trojans’ wrestling program

had plenty to celebrate Monday
night after returning from the state
tournament with seven state plac-
ers, including champions Jeremy
Ensley at 119 pounds and Tyler
Christoffersen at 145 pounds.

The Trojans scored 142”2 points
to finish fourth in the state tourna-
ment by a 472-point margin.

Coach Toby Johnson closed his
ninth season guiding Homedale
by handing out several awards,
including:

Most outstanding wrestler —
Ensley, who won his fourth state
crown and finished his career with
school records of 100 pins and
131 victories

Most inspirational — Ensley,
Christoffersen and Stuart Miya-
sako, all of whom are seniors

Coaches’ award — Rowdy

Lair

Most improved — Frankie
Obregon

Most pins — Ensley, 28

Fastest pin — Josh Jolley, the
215-pound 3 A state runner-up won
a match in 11 seconds this season

Most takedowns — Christof-
fersen, 69

Johnson also paid tribute to the
entire team, which put 12 wres-
tlers into the state tournament, one
off the school record. The 2005-
06 squad collected 290 pins, four
fewer than the 2003 team’s school
record 294.

This year’s team also can boast
of four district champions and
school record-tying seven placers
in the state meet — Ensley and
Christoffersen (champions), Jol-
ley (second place), 171-pounder

Ricco Gonzalez (third place),
Miyasako (fourth place, 130) and
fifth-place wrestlers Tyler Max-
well (160 pounds) and Amador
Cortinas (275).

Boys basketball

Coach Brad Hill wrapped up his
first season as the Trojans’ boys
basketball coach by handing out
the Trojan Hustle Award.

Senior Ryan Rupp earned the
honor for the varsity team, while
David Liddell was the recipient
for the junior varsity and Rodrigo
Villerreal won for the freshman
team.

Hill also announced that Rupp
and senior Garrett Sweet were
selected to the honorable mention
list for the All-Snake River Valley
conference team.

Both also were selected to play
in the District III senior all-star
game.

Girls basketball

Coach Mike Greeley left itup to
his players to select their season-
ending awards.

Seniors Faith Brasher and Hail-
ee Garrett were named most inspi-
rational by their teammates.

Senior Hailey Hall won the
most valuable player award for
offense, and Cheyanne Andrade
and Jessica Mooney, both se-
niors, shared the MVP award on
defense.

Greeley also handed out cer-
tificates for team leaders in each
statistcial category.

Homedale girls AlI-SRV, 6B
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Varsity

Varsity

Baseball

- Friday, March 10,
home vs. Parma, 4:30 p.m.
- Tuesday, March 14
at Marsing, 4:30 p.m.

Junior varsity
- Friday, March 10 at
Parma, 4:30 p.m.
- Tuesday, March 14,
home vs. Rimrock, 4:30 p.m.

Softball

- Friday, March 10,
home vs. Parma, 4:30 p.m.
- Tuesday, March 14, home vs.
Nampa Christian, 4:30 p.m.

Junior varsity
- Friday, March 10
at Parma, 4:30 p.m.
- Tuesday, March 14, home vs.
Nampa Christian, 4:30 p.m.

Track and Field
- Thursday, March 9,

non-scoring meet at
Middleton, 4 p.m.

Tennis
- Friday, March 10
at Nampa, 4 p.m.
- Tuesday, March 14,
home vs. Nyssa, Ore., 4 p.m.

- Monday, March 13,
home vs. Parma,
River Bend Golf Course,
Wilder, 3 p.m.

GORTEAM!

Golf

www.pauls.net
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Homedale’s Gonzalez
medals at state meet

As good as the Homedale High
School wrestling showing at the

the 1999 and 2004 squads.
Gonzalez’s victory in the third-

3 A state tournament was
reported to be last week,
it was actually even bet-
ter.

The Owyhee Ava-
lanche overlooked senior
Ricco Gonzalez’s third-
place finish in the 171-
pound division. His road
to that medal was note-
worthy because he beat
two of this year’s semifi-
nalists in consolation matches.

Gonzalez collected a 4-3 deci-
sion over Shelley’s Will Callejes
in the third-place match, so the
2005-06 wrestlers actually tied
the school record for most state
placers with seven.

The feat also was achieved by

Ricco Gonzalez

place showdown was
remarkable because
Callejes had pinned the
Trojan wrestler with 11
seconds remaining in the
pair’s quarterfinal match
carlier in the tournament.
Callejes eventually lost
in the semis to second-
seeded Jozef Musial of
Bonners Ferry.

Gonzalez pinned
2006 semifinalist Kyle Joiner of
St. Maries in 4:14 to reach the
third-place match.

The tournament started for
Gonzalez, who qualified for State
at 152 pounds as a junior, with
a first-round pin against Travis
Turner of American Falls.

\ Track

very good team in both boys and
girls in the SRV.”

And the youth will have some
successful teammates for guidance
and inspiration.

Taryn Corta, Terence Thomas
— both of whom are only
sophomores — junior Mark Vance
and senior Cheyanne Andrade all
return to the team after trips to the
3A state meet last fall.

Corta was a state competitor in
the jumps, and Thomas Thomas
said she’ll contribute to the
Trojans’ relays this season.

Although the coach hasn’t been
at the helm of the program for
very long, he already has spread
forth a prediction for jumper and
sprinter Mark Vance.

Thomas projects that Vance
will break the Trojans’ triple jump
record of 42 feet, 5 inches set
by Vance’s older brother, Derek,
in 2002.

Read all about it

m

Che Owphee Avalanche

337-4681
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Senior leader

Shortstop Jessica Hansen is one of a handful of upperclassmen who have played softball at Homedale
High School for years with little postseason success. Trojans coach Larry Corta suspects that the shot
in the arm provided by a bunch of freshmen and sophomores could be what the doctor ordered to return

Homedale to softball glory.

Youth could lead

Trojans this spring

Successful in Caldwell summer

league, freshmen are eager

to relive championship feeling

Larry Corta’s Homedale High
School softball team, Version
3.0, has an interesting feature that
would make most computer geeks
blog for joy.

Plug and Play.

“Basically we’ve got girls that
can go from the infield to the
outfield,” the third-year coach
said. “If we ask any of them to go
to first base, they could do it.

“If we ask any of them to play
left field, they could do it and get
it done.”

As they try to improve on last
year’s 12-12 season, the Trojans
have versatility not only between
the lines, but in the dugout.

There are seven returners from
the 2005 squad, but Corta said
leadership could come from
anywhere this season as a scrappy
and hungry bunch of freshmen
and sophomores infiltrate the
roster.

The hard-nosed ninth-grade
corps, which includes the likes
of right fielder Kendall Rupp,

catcher Hannah Johnson, third
baseman Mikal Mackenzie
and outfielder Erika Shanley,
won a Caldwell summer league
championship.

“The freshman are all
competitive and so wanting to
win,” Corta said. “They’re hungry
to do well.”

Throw into that boiling desire
a bunch of aggressive seniors
like left fielder Hailey Hall and
first baseman Jessica Mooney,
and the Trojans could be in for
a special season. Senior BreAnn
Rodriguez joins the varsity as a
second baseman this year.

“If we start out strong, we’ll
just grow from that,” said Corta,
whose daughter, Taryn, will play
center field this spring.

Homedale begins the season
at 4:30 p.m. Friday at Sundance
Park against non-conference foe
Parma.

Sophomore Corey Hall most
likely will be the starting pitcher
in the season opener.

“She came in last year in the
third game,” Corta said. “We feel
one year of experience will help
her a lot.”

Having big sister Hailey playing
behind can’t hurt.

“She’s just a competitor,” Corta
said of Hailey Hall. “Whatever
it takes to win, she’s willing to
do.”

That seems to be a common
theme. The Trojans seem to be
open to any avenue to — as Larry
the Cable Guy would say — “Get
“er done.”

That leads to a lot of all-around
players. In fact, it seemed every
other phrase Corta uttered while
sizing up his squad was just that
— “all-around.”

Corta on:

Senior shortstop Jessica
Hansen: “She’s very aggressive
and a player to watch. She’s a
good all-around player.”

Senior right fielder Shaunna
Vaughan: “She’s just an all-
around hustler.”

Senior second baseman Jenny
George: “She gets the job done.
She’s aggressive on the basepaths
and helps out with our running.
She’s an all-around player.”

— B

Rimrock, Marsing girls

named all-conference

Bob Delle wrapped up his
high school coaching career in a
familiar place, even if his Rimrock
High School girls basketball team
didn’t reach its ultimate goal — a
third state championship under
his watch.

Delle, who made it known
in November that the 2005-06
campaign would be his last with
the Raiders, was named the 1A
Western Idaho Conference Coach
of the Year. Rimrock won another
conference championship with
another unbeaten season.

The Raiders, who won the first 22
games of the season before losing
the 1A District III championship
game to Garden Valley, were
staffed by a group of seniors that
played their entire careers without
losing a league game.

Leading the way was 5-foot-8
guard Emily Chandler, who was
voted the 1A WIC Player of the
Year. She was the Raiders’ leading
scorer, averaging 11.9 points per
game and hitting a co-team-high
36 3-point goals. She also averaged
4.6 steals per night.

Alex Thomas, a 5-6 guard, and
Robynn Ridley, a 5-10 guard,
were placed on the first team from
Rimrock. Thomas nailed 36 treys

and averaged 7.4 points and 4.9
assists per game. Ridley averaged
11.4 points.

Thomas, Ridley and Chandler
joined teammates Shannon Hipwell
and Melanie Simper on the District
III 1A senior all-star team.

Simper, a 5-11 post, was second-
team all-conference, averaging
8.4 points and 7.3 rebounds.

Hipwell was an honorable
mention on the all-conference
team after averaging 7.1 rebounds
and 8.4 points a game.

Another senior, Kaeloni
Roberson, was selected to the all-
star team as an alternate.

All-2A WIC

Senior MJ Usabel wrapped up
her basketball career at Marsing
High School as the Huskies’ lone
first-team All-2A Western Idaho
Conference selection.

Usabel led the Huskies in scoring
with 9.9 points per game. She also
was Marsing’s leading rebounder
with 8.1 boards a game.

Mollee Nielsen, a senior guard
for the Huskies, was placed on the
second team, while sophomores
Elisa Moreno and Holly Heller
made their way onto the honorable
mention list.

Tuesday, March 14, home vs. Homedale, 4:30 p.m.

Soffibeall

Wednesday, March 15, home vs. Homedale, 4:30 p.m.

Field

Thursday, March 16 at Homedale, 4 p.m.

fo Fokicol
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Rimrock High School’s running
Raiders don’t have a home track.

In fact, as coach Kermit Tate
enters his 27th season leading the
program, the Raiders have never
known a proper practice facility
on their campus in Bruneau.

Yet, year after year, Tate finds
a crop of athletes willing to run
away from home — figuratively, of
course — and try for that glorious
berth in the track and field state
championship meet held each May
at Bronco Stadium in Boise.

This year, 20 athletes are out
for the Rimrock team, including

Rimrock track and field
Tate takes on another season with Raiders

returning state meet qualifiers Ellie
Cantrell, who placed in the long
jump and competed in the 100-
meter hurdles as a freshman, and
senior Marco Jacobo (3,200 run).

“That's right up there with
about our historic maximum,”
Tate said of the turnout. “We
were running at 20 to 25 for a
while, but baseball and softball
cut into that.”

And Tate sees no discourage-
ment from his athletes even
though the only thing that resem-
bles a proper track for training is a
400-meter course painted around

Softball opens
against Greenleaf

Coach Mike Chandler and
the Rimrock softball team
start the season at 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday at home against
Greenleaf Iriends Academy:

the football field.

“I have an immense amount
of respect for these kids,” Tate
said. “They are unbelievable to

work with.”

Tate has a team chock full of
underclassmen with Jacobo repre-
senting the only senior this year.

“Marco’s a very athletic com-
petitor with a good sense of race
tactics and has the attitude that
anyone who finishes ahead of him
is going to deal with a lot of pain
to get there. He can be a dominat-
ing runner.”

His personal best in the 3,200
last year was 11 minutes, 21 sec-
onds. Cantrell notched personal
records of 18.96 seconds in the
100 hurdles and 16 feet in the

long jump.

Tate has eight juniors out this
year, including exchange student
Jessica Santessa, middle distance
runner Hugo Araujo, jumper Mike
Myers, distance runners Bob
Jackson, Leigh Martin and Joe
Black and distance runner and
jumper Stephen Campbell.

Sophomore Hyun A. Kim is
another exchange student in Tate’s
stable this season.

“Hyun doesn’t have much ex-
perience, but when she finds an
event set to work on, she should
settle in well,” Tate said.

Homedale tennis

Familiar face agrees to guide

unfamiliar sport for Trojans

Mark Weekes didn’t stay away
from Homedale High School ath-
letics for very long.

When the former girls basket-
ball coach was contacted about
the head-coaching job for the
tennis program, he accepted the
challenge.

“My tennis knowledge isn’t real
great, but I couldn’t stand by and
see anyone not have a tennis pro-
gram,” Weekes said.

He said there are about 36 stu-
dent-athletes signed up to take
part in tennis .
this spring.
The season
begins with a
4 p.m. match
Friday on the
road against
Nampa. b

“Mark is

doing a great u

service to —
. Mark Weekes
Homedale in

taking over the Homedale High
School tennis program,” Trojans
athletic director Dave Hart said.
“Most of Mark’s prior experi-
ence has been in basketball and
volleyball. Mark Weekes will do
a great job organizing and leading
our tennis program.”

Weekes doesn’t consider him-
self by any means a savior for
the sport or its storied history at
Homedale High School. The 41-
year-old earth sciences teacher is
just filling a need to give athletes
a chance to continue the legacy
set forth by Jim Smyth.

Smyth resigned as tennis coach
last year after a 19-year career.
He helped found the Homedale

Meet the coach
Name: Mark Weekes
Age: 41
Family: Sandra, wife

of 22 years. Children:

Mark, 17; Sabrina, 13;

Isaac, 11; Jamie, 9;

Alex, 6; and Jordan, 3
Hometown: Emmett
Residence: Letha
College: Boise State

University, 1994
Occupation: Earth

science and biology

teacher at Homedale

High School; seventh-

grade boys basketball

coach at Homedale

Middle School

program that put two pieces of
state championship hardware in
the Trojans’ trophy case (1996
and 2003).

“There’s no way I'm as good
of a coach as Jim was,” Week-
es said. “He was a good coach,
and I would have liked to have
seen him continue. Talking to
other coaches, he has real respect
among them.”

Weekes knows a thing or two
about guiding a successful pro-
gram, though.

Although his win-loss record
in five seasons with the Trojans
was a sub-.500 53-61, Weekes led
Homedale to the championship
game of the 2A state tournament
at the end of the 2002-03 season.
Homedale lost to Nampa Chris-

tian in the title game at the Idaho
Center in Nampa.

His tenure as Homedale’s girls
basketball coach ended with his
resignation in February 2005.
Weekes said that, while many of
his colleagues’ departures were
controversial, he stepped down
to concentrate on building a home
for his family in Letha.

“I was building a house, and
that took a lot of time,” Week-
es said.

But Weekes, who is the fa-
ther of six, returned to coaching
by picking up the clipboard and
whistle for the Homedale Middle
School seventh-grade boys bas-
ketball team this winter.

Weekes missed the first week of
tennis practice as the HMS hoops
team competed in the Snake Riv-
er Valley conference tournament.
But Homedale schools superin-
tendent Tim Rosandick helped fill
the void at the tennis workouts.

“I have a very limited tennis
background,” Weekes said, add-
ing that he took tennis as a physi-
cal education class while attend-
ing Boise State University more
than a decade ago.

With an admitted dearth of ten-
nis knowledge, Weekes is try-
ing to pick up pointers wherever
he can.

“I’ve been talking to some oth-
er coaches and semipro-type of
guys,” he said. “I know how to
structure and run a practice from
coaching, but I’'m not a knowl-
edgeable tennis coach.

“I’m just trying to help out the
program.”

—JB

‘My tennis knowledge isn’t real great, but I couldn’t stand by
and see anyone not have a tennis program.’

— Mark Weekes
Homedale tennis coach

Seniors vs. faculty

It may seem like a mismatch, but Homedale High School senior
BreAnn Rodriguez, left, may have a thing or two to show Homedale
teacher and coach Thomas Thomas when the school s upperclassmen
meet staff members on the basketball court tonight for a benefit game.
Tickets are 81 for the game that starts at 7 p.m. inside the Trojans’
gyvmnasium. There also will be a cake auction and a silent auction
for gift baskets. Proceeds benefit the Homedale Class of 2006. For
more information, call Wendy Vaughan at (208) 337-4130. Photo by

Shaunna Vaughan
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Some would say that this is not
the year to debut a baseball team
in the stacked 3A Snake River
Valley conference.

Homedale High School base-
ball coach Tim Fulwood admits
that the varsity rosters for Middle-
ton, Fruitland, Payette and Weiser
are crowded with seasoned veter-
ans. Fruitland beat Middleton in
the state championship game last
spring, and Weiser placed fourth
in the tournament.

“It’s going to be a tough league,”
Fulwood said. “I would guess it’s
one of the strongest 3A leagues in
the state.”

But, even though the Trojans
are fielding a varsity baseball
team for the first time in two
years, he doesn’t seem as fretful
about what might be a daunting
task for his Trojans.

The season begins at 4:30 p.m.
Friday with a non-conference
home game against Parma.

“I’'m extremely excited about
the kids we’ve got,” the fifth-year
coach said. “They’re hard-work-
ing, good kids. I'm looking for-
ward to seeing how they compete
on the varsity level.”

Fulwood was forced to can-

Homedale baseball

Coach optimistic about return to varsity ball

cel the 2005
varsity sea-
son because
of a lack of
numbers, but
it wasn’t a
complete sur-
prise.

“We knew
it was com-
ing,” he said.
“Last year’s
class and this year’s class didn’t
have many baseball players.”

But there were plenty of fresh-
men and sophomores a year ago to
field a strong junior varsity team.
The Trojans went 18-3 and won
the SRV championship.

This year, there isn’t the prob-
lem with the baseball population
of last year.

“I’m really happy with the
numbers,” Fulwood said. “We
have 29 kids out right now.

“We wanted to create interest
and get the numbers back.”

Winning a championship, even
aJV title, goes a long way toward
stirring interest and bringing play-
ers out of the woodwork.

“We wanted to get some players
back out who haven’t played in a

Tim Fulwood

while,” Ful-
wood said,
adding that
one of his se-
niors hasn’t
played orga-
nized base-
ball since the
eighth grade.

For all the
new faces,
though, the
Trojans will have a solid core of
returners to light the way.

Josh Jolley will bring the pow-
er. A runner-up at the 3A wres-
tling state tournament last month,
the junior catcher led Trojans’
JV squad with four home runs a
year ago.

“We’re looking for big things
out of Jolley,” Fulwood said.
“He’s one of our leaders. “He does
a good job of leading on the field,
and he’s solid behind the plate.”

Fulwood also will have a good
crop of do-everything-necessary
players, such as junior utility man
Ryan Johnson and senior outfield-
er Andrew VanDerhoff.

“The thing I like about Ryan
is he’s going to do the best job
he can do wherever he’s at,” the

Josh Jolley

coach said.

VanDer-
hoff, who
was a strong
contributor to
last year’s JV
title drive, isa
guy who flies
under the ra-
dar, Fulwood
said.

“He’s pret-
ty steady,” he said. “He won’t
hit for power, but you look at the
end of the game and he has one or
two big hits and some key catch-
es for us.”

Not every contributor for the
Trojans will be walking the halls
at Homedale, though. Sophomore
Brandt Graber attends Greenleaf
Friends Academy, but plays will
play second base for his home-
town team because the Grizzlies
don’t have a baseball team.

“As far as baseball savvy and
baseball mechanics, Brandt is one
of our most solid players,” Ful-
wood said.

Speedy junior center fielder
David Liddell is on course to be
a solid defensive asset, Fulwood
said. Junior right-hander Claudio

Claudio Garcia

Garcia returns as one of the Tro-
jans’ top pitchers.

“He definitely has to step it up,”
Fulwood said of Garcia. “He’ll be
throwing a lot of innings for us.”

Other players to watch include
junior pitcher and shortstop Trev-
or Krzesnik and first-year Tro-
jan Ross DeWitt, a senior trans-
fer from Kamiakin High School
in Kennewick, Wash., who also
pitches and plays on the infield.

“I think that Trevor will contin-
ue to get better and better and will
be a real good player for us the
next two years,” Fulwood said.

“Ross has a live arm and, be-
sides pitching, can play either
third base or shortstop.”

Fulwood foresees the Trojans
being a scrappy bunch on offense
that happens to be a solid defen-
sive unit. But, as can be expected
from a coach watching a program
get back off the deck, he’s stress-
ing basics.

“We have to be prepared to put
the ball in play and make (the
opponent’s) defense work,” Ful-
wood said.

“We’re working on doing the
simple things great.”

—JB

\ Baseball

varsity experience, but he’s solid
defensively,” Worley said of Hill,
who will be in the outfield when
he’s not on the mound.

The same can be said for
Lootens, also an outfielder in his
spare time, whom Worley says has
good control and always throws
strikes.

Dines might be the pitching
equivalent of a boxer who thinks
his way through fights rather than
brawling. He’ll play shortstop
when he doesn’t have the pitching
assignment.

“He’s a good hitter,” Worley
said. “He has a good knowledge
of the game, and he’ll be a pretty
good pitcher for us.”

Nielsen could be one of the
most valuable athletes for Worley
after a fine freshman season on the
mound and behind the plate.

“He had a solid offensive season
for us, too,” the coach said. “He’s
got a good arm, and he can play a
variety of positions.”

McClellin will bring the pop for
Marsing. Worley said the junior
outfielder led the Huskies with a
batting average near .350 during
his sophomore season.

“Out of our guys, he’ll be the
one (with power),” Worley said.
“When he hits the ball, it goes.
He’s got a good, strong arm,
too.”

Senior first baseman Jake Sevy
is another guy to watch on offense,
even though he is entering only his
second season of playing ball.

4 it ’Yi'

2 F L

Intense behind the plate
Freshman Sean Finley has opened Marsing High School baseball
coach Mark Worley's eyes with his fire and competitive nature. Finley
will see time at catcher for the Huskies this season.

“He’s got a good swing, and he
makes good contact with the ball,”
Worley said.

The 2006 season is one of the
strongest for Worley in terms of
participation. T

he coach, who has been involved
with the Huskies since the start of
the decade, has about 20 players
out for his junior varsity and
varsity squads.

“I like the numbers, obviously,”
the coach said. “The fact that we
only have two seniors won’t help
us this year, but as far as building

the program, that will help us in
the future.”

Youth will be the variable for
Marsing, but there are some pretty
interesting freshmen lacing up
spikes.

Sean Finley brings a fire to
the catcher position, and Worley
likes the strength, size and arm of
pitcher/infielder Martin Galvez.

“Sean is really aggressive,”
Worley said. “He’s the most
aggressive player that we’ve seen
in a long time.”

—JB

Sports tracker

A look at Owyhee County athletes competing after high school

Marsing’s Andrew Endicott, a
graduate of Homedale High School,
kicks off the spring portion of his
senior season with the Eastern
Oregon University rodeo team this
weekend. The Mountaineers are in
Walla Walla, Wash., for three days
beginning Friday. Friday’s event
is the third round of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association
regionals, and EOU takes part
in the Walla Walla Community

College Rodeo on Saturday and
Sunday.

— The Owyhee Avalanche
wants to keep up with local
athletes who have gone on to
play in the collegiate ranks
or beyond. If you know of any
athletes currently playing sports in
college, send a note to Jon Brown
at jbrowneditor@cableone.net or
call (208) 337-4681.
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Middle schools finish basketball seasons

Near perfection

The sixth-grade girls basketball team from Marsing Middle School won seven of their eight games this
season in the Payette/Weiser Rec League. Front row, left to right: Becky Carter and Yuri Quebrado. Back
row, left to right: Coach Jim Briggs, Deidrie Briggs, Kendra Wilson, Garbriella VanEs, Annie Finley, Sarah
Padgett, Shannon Malmberg, Kelsey Easterday and coach Tony Malmberg. Submitted photo

The girls basketball program at
Marsing Middle School is alive
and kicking, if the sixth- and
seventh-grade 2005-06 seasons
are any indication.

The seventh-grade team
wrapped up an unbeaten 7-0
regular season by knocking off
previously unbeaten Notus 35-29
and downing Caldwell 47-24.

“It’s been a good season,”
coach Brent Merritt said. “We’re
hoping things click and these girls
put it all together. (Opponents
will) be out to get us as we head
into tournaments.”

The seventh-graders’ postseason
began last week in Fruitland and
Payette.

The sixth-grade squad coached
by Jim Briggs wrapped up a 7-1
season in the Payette/Weiser Rec
League on Feb. 25. Competition
came from squads from Weiser,
Payette, Fruitland and New
Plymouth.

“It’s awesome to see all their
hard work come together and
watch the girls play hard and
have a good time during games,”
Briggs said.

Seventh grade

Marsing 35, Notus 29
After jumping out to a 22-9
halftime lead, the Huskies saw
their league evaporate under the
heat of Notus’ press in the third.
Despite the Pirates outscoring
Marsing 20-13 in the second

half, the Huskies held on as the
rebounding of Andi Merritt and
Rebecca Cossel and the quickness
of Candi Leon helped break
Notus’ press.

Marsing 47, Caldwell 24

Cossel scored 16 points and
handled the rebounding chores as
the Huskies crushed Caldwell in
their season finale.

“A real asset to the team has
been Rebecca,” coach Brent
Merritt said. “She’ll give it her all
— in practice and the game.”

Leon had a fine night from
the free-throw line as part of her
seven points.

HMS seventh-grade boys

Before he joined the Homedale
High School tennis team full-time,
Mark Weekes concluded a season
with the seventh-grade boys
basketball team from Homedale
Middle School.

The Trojans were 6-5 on the
season, splitting their final two
games in the Snake River Valley
conference tournament.

Homedale beat Payette
before losing to always-tough
Fruitland.

“We had a great time,” Weekes
said. “The athletes played hard and
did all that was asked, including
(wearing) ties on game days.

“We came a long way, and they
showed a lot of improvement
during the short time.”

Homedale girls named All-SRV

Hailey Hall is known as a
basketball player who can take
over a game from either inside or
outside, and the coaches from the
3A Snake River Valley conference
recognized that fact by voting the
Homedale High School senior onto
the all-conference first team.

“That’s just for being the caliber
of player she is,” first-year Trojans
coach Mike Greeley said. “She’s a
good player. She can score at will.

“She has the ball-handling
skills to drive and penetrate and
has an outside game, t00.”

Hall averaged team highs of
10.3 points and 5.5 rebounds per
game during her final season in a
Trojans uniform.

Hall was the only first-teamer
for the Trojans. She’ll join
all-conference second-teamer
Cheyanne Andrade to represent
Homedale in the District III all-
star game at 6 p.m. March 9 at
Fruitland High School.

“Everything is put on the floor
with Cheyanne,” Greeley said.
“She gives you the 100 percent
effort.”

Using a tenacious, hard-nosed
determination to get to the basket,
Andrade average 7.4 points and
grabbed 4.5 rebounds per game.

“She can make things happen
when she puts her mind to it,”

Greeley said. “She’s great on the
boards, and got a lot of rebounds
for us.

“In clutch moments, she made
shots and got rebounds for us.”

Greeley said the selection of
Andrade and Hall to the all-
star game was the ultimate
compliment. While players’
coaches can lobby for inclusion
on all-conference teams, they
aren’t permitted to vote for their
own players when it comes to the
all-star game.

“Those two girls made an
impression on the other coaches
in the league as being major
contributors to the game of
basketball this year,” Greeley
said.

Senior point guard Hailee
Garrett, whose career was cut
short by an anterior cruciate
ligament tear in the first game of
the 3A District III Tournament,
was also nominated to the all-
conference second team.

Garrett grew into the point
guard position after inheriting
the mantle when Jessica Stimmel
graduated in the spring. The
speedy Garrett had a team-high
59 steals.

“That’s just a nice feather in the
cap for her,” Greeley said. “Hailee
Garrett proved she could steal

the ball with the best of them and
some good stats defensively.”

Seniors Jessica Mooney and
Faith Brasher and junior Jordan
Warwick were selected for the
honorable mention list by the SRV
coaches.

“They’re all good players,
and they all have their areas of
contribution,” Greeley said.

Mooney had an aggressiveness
similar to Andrade’s and seemed
to come up with key blocked
shots during games. She average
4.3 points and 4.2 rebounds per
contest.

“Mooney could drive to the
basket and shot a nice little jumper
from the outside when we needed
it,” her coach said.

Brasher scored 3.9 points per
game and grabbed 3.3 rebounds
per night.

“Faith could play awesome
defense and get clutch baskets
and hit the boards in the clutch,”
Greeley said.

Warwick came off the bench to
help Homedale control the game
when Garrett or another guard
needed a rest. She averaged 2.9
points a game and had 11 steals.

“Jordan could change the tempo
of'a game in a heartbeat,” Greeley
said.

—JB

PREP PLAYOFFS

Boys basketball
3A Real Dairy Shootout
Thursday
S. Fremont 92, Fruitland 84 (4 OT)
Friday
Consolation semifinal — Buhl 66,
Fruitland 54 (Fruitland ends season at
19-5)
Saturday
Championship — Snake River 42,
South Fremont 41

2A Real Dairy Shootout
Thursday
Kamiah 55, New Plymouth 54
Soda Springs 64, Parma 48
Friday
Consolation semifinals — Parma 58,
Grangeville 31
Consolation semifinals — Wendell
68, New Plymouth 40 (New Plymouth
ends season at 13-12)
Saturday
Consolation final — Wendell 51, Par-
ma 42 (Parma ends season at 15-7)
Championship — Malad 52, Kamiah
40

1A Real Dairy Shootout
Wednesday

Sho-Ban 70, Horseshoe Bend 59

Troy 52, Council 38

Notus 67, Castleford 42

Thursday

Consolation — Carey 74, Horseshoe
Bend 58 (Horseshoe Bend eliminated)

Consolation — Richfield 49, Council
45 (Council ends season at 20-6)

Quarterfinal — Cascade 59, Notus 47

Friday

Championship semifinal — Lapwai
55, Cascade 47

Consolation semifinal — Notus 57,
Mackay 43

Saturday

Third place — Cascade 68, Sho-Ban
52. (Cascade ends season at 26-1).

Fourth place — Genesee 57, Notus
34 (Notus ends season at 24-4)

Championship — Lapwai 58, Troy 49

Oregon 1A State Tournament
Saturday
South Wasco County 49, Joseph 45.
Joseph ends season at 20-6
Condon 67, Powder Valley 57. Powder
Valley ends season at 15-12

Girls basketball
1A Oregon state tournament
At Baker HS, Baker City, Ore.
‘Wednesday

Joseph 44, McKenzie 39 (McKenzie
ends season at 24-5)

Powder Valley 46, Elkton 36 (Elkton
ends season at 20-6)

Friday
Crane 36, Joseph 31
Powder Valley 52, Mapleton 42
Saturday

Third place — Mapleton 45, Joseph
39 (Joseph ends season at 21-7)

Championship — Powder Valley 42,
Crane 31 (Powder Valley ends season at
25-4)

PREP STANDINGS

Baseball
3A SRV Conf. All
w L W L
Fruitland 0 0 0 0
Homedale 0 0 0 0
McCall-Donnelly 0 0 0 0
Middleton 0 0 0 0
Payette 0 0 0 0
Weiser 0 0 0 0
This week’s games
Today
Middleton at Emmett, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday
New Plymouth at Fruitland, 4:30 p.m.
Friday

Parma at Homedale, 4:30 p.m.
Bishop Kelly at Middleton, 4:30 p.m.
Nampa Christian at Payette, 4:30 p.m.
(Orofino Tournament, times MST)
McCall-Donnelly vs. Kellogg, 2 p.m.

— to page 6B
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THE

CERTIFIED LOCKSMITH

Parma at Notus, 4:30 p.m.

Weiser at Nampa Christian (2), 1 p.m.

Weiser at Nampa Christian (2), 1 p.m.

Wilder at Notus, 4:30 p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ELECTRICIAN

rﬂ WLUS €] HRH ELECTRIC

1 AUTO PARTS

Serving Owyhee

KGN FRWTTE oty for 25 years
KEYS MADE ¢ LOCKS REPAIRED

EMERGENCY OPENINGS

211 MAIN ST.
MARSING, ID * 896-4643

CARPENTRY

| HAVE JUST MOVED MY
BUSINESS TO WILDER.
WE'VE BEEN SERVING
CANYON COUNTY FOR THE
PAST 11 YEARS. WE

WELCOME YOUR BUSINESS.
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES.

NO JOB TOO SMALL.
BOB PAASCH 482 7204

SIDING CONTRACTORS

William T.Bruce
1024 W. Finch Dr.
Nampa ¢ 465-0214 « Fax 465-9831
Vinyl, Steel & Aluminum Siding
Vinyl Windows

BALCOA
Master Contractor

>

CHIROPRACTIC

Siding Contractors

Craftsmanship You can Trust

Jeff Haylett
337-4881

HEATING & COOLING

HEATING ( COOLING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
HEATING & COOLING
SERVICE ° SALES * REPAIR

CALL 337-5812

573-1788 » 573-7147

CHIROPRACTIC
Marsing

CHIROPRACTIC

(208) 896-5520 Marsing
(208) 467-5994 Nampa
Coming soon to a second location in Nampa.
Our new hours in Marsing will be
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
9am to 6pm
Appointments are appreciated...

CHIROPRACTIC

HomepaLe CHiroPRACTIC CENTER

J. Edward

Perkins, Jr. D.C.

111 S. Main - Homedale - 337-4900
gcra/z/ /Oa«én and Cellness Clinic

e Low Back Pain
e Leg Pain

e Neck Pain

e Headache Pain
e Shoulder Pain

Call 208/337-4900
CONSTRUCTION

Buck Haller
Duck

208-896-5512
CAVATION &

e Wh
* Wo

208-830-9924
208-859-4279

RUCKING Marsing, Idaho

Ag, Commercial & Residential
Homesite & Subdivision Development
Septic Systems, Irrigation, Utilities
Roads, Gravel Products
Excavator, Dozer, Bobcat,
Dumptruck & Belly Dump

LICENSE #15189-B-14(28)

HAZMAT AND MSHA CERTIFIED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

e Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

iplash/ Car Accident Injuries
rk Injuries

* Sports Injuries
e Custom Orthotics (Shoe inserts)

for a Free Consultation
AUTO REPAIR / TOWING

MATTESON'S
OWYHEE MOTORS, HOMEDALE

337-4664 | @
COMPLETE [AUdRe
AUTO CARE

AC REPAIR * LUBE, OIL, FILTER
BRAKES ¢ TIRES » EXHAUST

ENGINE
PERFORMANCE & REPAIR
WARRANTY REQUIRED
MAINTENANCE

it \opas TOWIﬁgT\eI‘:IT.ABLE
o '@

PHILLIPS

AFTER HOURS,
CALL 337-8016

Se Habla Espaiol - 899-3428

SAND & GRAVEL

Owyhee Sand,

Gravel & Concrete
337-5057
573-2341 + 573-2343 + 573-2339

HOMEDALE, IDAHO
ALLTYPES OF ROCK & DIRT

STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK
FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS
Chiuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

CONCRETE

CONCRETE

WALKS, DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS
STAINING & SEALING
EPOXY GARAGE FLOORS
VARIETY OF COLORS AVAILABLE
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
866-9655
BED LINERS

Rt. 1, Graveyard Pt. Rd.
Homedale, ID 83628

HEALTH SERVICES

Homedale Clinic

Terry Reilly Health Services
Chip Roser, MD
Richard Ernest, CRNP

Janine Franco, PA
108 E. Idaho, Box 1058
Homedale, Idaho 83628

337-3189, Night 466-7869
Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8:30 - 5:00
Tuesday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm

CONCRETE
Ray Jensen
You want

GONCRETE?

I'll do it any way you want it.
27 Years Experience * Wilder

Licensed in Idaho and Oregon
CCB# 168475
cell: 899-9502
home: 482-7757

Foundations and Flatwork

3 Miles south on Hwy. 95 from Homedale,

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Luality work from stant to finish
Auto Body by Alan

Auto Glass * Frame & Untbody Repair  Collision
Repalr » Custom Paint ¢ All Work Guaranteed

Alan Bahem

ADVERTISING

AVALANCHE
337-4681

SPORTING CLAYS

B IDAHO

& SPORTING CLAYS
»  337-4826

turn West on Graveyard Point rd., go 4
miles and turn South on Sage. Go over the
first hill and we're on the left.

AUTO BODY

(208) 337-4837
Mobile 250-4837

HEALTH SERVICES

Marsing Clinic

Terry Reilly Health Services
Faith Young Peterson, CRNP

Family Nurse Practitioner

Chip Roser, MD
Janine Franco, PA
201 Main Street, Marsing, Id. 83639

896-4159, Night 466-7869
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30 - 5:00
Thursday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm

HOME HEALTH CARE
Assisted Home
Health Care

A Syecia[ Touch

Home Care, Inc.
Licensed Staff ® Medicare

Medicaid ® Private Pay
216 W. Idaho PO Box 933
Homedale, ID 83628

(208) 337-5343

ADVERTISING

AVALANCHE
337-4681

CONSTRUCTION

R*8

CONSTRUCTION
Land Leveling ¢ Earth Moving

Fields ¢ Ponds ¢ Roads
Building Sites
22026 Market Road
Parma, Idaho
Robert Shippy Rob Shippy
208/722-6727  208/722-6122

ADVERTISING

ERE!

$1 0
OWYHEE
AVALANCHE
337-4681

BAR

DENTAL SERVICES

Homedale Dental

Terry Reilly Health Services

Eight 2" Street West,
Homedale, Idaho 83628

337-6101
Ronald Fife, DDS

Monday - Thursday 8:00-1:00/2:00-5:00
Accepting Emergency Walk-Ins Daily
We Accept Medicaid

PAINTING
OWYHEE PAINTING CO.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR
DECORATIVE PAINTING

17 Years Experience
Senior Discount ¢ Free Estimates

Tony Weymouth
Corbin Appleheus
Owners

208-573-8982




OVER 60 CHANNELS  ALL YOUR FAVORITE HIGH-SPEED
DISH NETWORK CALLING FEATURES INTERNET

NEVER
BEFORE
OFFERED!

Regularly $102.99 a month.”

www.Frontier.MyWay.com

SAVE AND ENJOY:

DISH NETWORK with over 60 channels
¢ Standard Professional Installation for up to 4 TVs

¢ |ncludes local channels where available
Ask how you can get more

ALL YOUR FAVORITE CALLING FEATURES & Local Calling with our PREMIUM PACKAGE:
e Add any available Frontier Calling Feature to your e Over 120 channels

crystal-clear local phone service ¢ 300 Long Distance minutes included
¢ Includes Voice Mail, Caller ID, Call Waiting and more! °S . ®
tarz® Movie Pack for 3 months STARZ

Frontier HIGH-SPEED INTERNET moviepack

® Super-fast & super-secure with NEW anti-spam, anti-virus,
anti-spyware, firewall protection and pop-up blocking

e Talk & Surf at the same time

* Includes ESPN360 - Total sports on the Internet

GET FRONTIER CONNECTIONS™ ADVANTAGE PACKAGE TODALY.
Call 1-866-888-8168

After free period for qualifying movie package, customer must call to downgrade or then-current price for movie package will apply. Digital Home Advantage: Pay $49.99 Activation Fee. Restrictions apply, including credit approval,
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Customer must maintain qualifying DISH Network service and Frontier services to receive a $5 monthly bundled discount. Residential customers only.

Frontier High-Speed service is subject to availability. One-year term commitment for Frontier services is required. If any Frontier service is canceled before one-year term commitment, customers will be charged a $200 cancellation
fee. Other restrictions may apply. Package price of $102.99* applies after the third month. All prices are subject to applicable taxes and surcharges. Secure Connections™ requires Windows 98SE or higher. Security software provided
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